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Next Program: Thursday, November 10
At the AAG Building- In Person 

This is our annual meeting.

Next Meeting:
Our Programs start at 4 pm. Social Hour 
at 3:30 pm.  

v

Please be sure to log in to your AWA 
account in Membership. You can update 
your information, make a password 
to your liking, add pictures of your 
paintings, and a photo of yourself!

This month we welcome:

Teri Williams

Tracey Biggerstaff

Mary Schossow Schumaker

Welcome
 New Members!

We all have our favorite artists.  My list keeps growing.  We also have 
our favorite styles.  This list also keeps growing.  When I first started 
painting, I was so excited to have my painting look just like the photo 
I was using as a reference.  Friends would often say “That looks just 
like the photo.”  I now challenge myself to create a piece of art that 
represents what I am looking at, but with a unique style or approach.  
I want to make it mine.  To do that, I am told, means that I must keep 
painting, keep trying out an approach until it becomes your style.  I am 
still on that journey.  I am reminded that “Mastery is not something 
that strikes in an instant like a thunderbolt, but a gathering power that 
moves through time, like weather.”  John Gardner, The Art of Fiction

Take the time to study art, practice art and keep painting!  We are 
experiencing cooler weather and now may be the time to take your 
paints on the road!  If you are a plein air painter, you are already 
out there, painting.  If not, you may want to give it a try.  Plein air 
painting provides a constant challenge to keep it simple!  Remove all 
the extraneous details and capture the mood!  Enjoy.  

Ruth Philliben,

President 

Western Federation
of Watercolor Societies

January 13, 2023 is the deadline 
for the next show!

See page 10 for more information. 

All AWA Members are eligible.

News Flash!

David Amsellem will demo. Don’t miss this!v



By Marion Droge

Thanks so much to Michael Holter for selecting the art for our fall exhibition and for teaching our AWA mem-
bers in the Jurors Workshops! Also, a big thanks to our AWA members that participated in these workshops. 

Michael is a wonderful impressionistic watercolor artist and he is an inspiring teacher.

We really enjoyed watching Michael’s demonstrations and his unique approach to painting portraits and land-
scapes. Michael attended our AWA general program where he demonstrated a portrait painting for our mem-
bers. The link to his video demonstration will be available on the AWA website.

First, the demo at the general meeting

Reference photo

Michael kept the painting 
fresh and loose. Members 
especially liked the use of 
color and reflection in the 
sunglasses.
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The Michael Holter workshop:
Four days well spent!



Then we painted FACES

Michael poses with his workshop class, “Faces”. Students proudly displayed their portraits.

Crafting expression is a key factor 
for a successful portrait.

Michael begins a portrait with an underpainting, as students watch on the monitor.
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(continued, next page)

.....Followed by PLACES

We started with a study of light and shadow.

ç

By keeping the paper wet and allowing the colors 
to mix on the paper, Michael created transparent 
layers that glowed as only a watercolor can.
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(Left) Attention to the 
atmosphere and the contrast  
of warm rock with cool 
shadows contributed to 
the success of this painting. 
Spatter was used in the 
foreground to suggest rubble.

(Below) Michael showed 
that even when a building 
is in twilight lost edges can 
contribute to the dramatic 
sunset. Students learned how 
to place people in perspective 
as well.
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AWA Fall Exhibition
And the Best Of Show winner is.....

Kim Johnson, for “Blue Macaw”

She won the International Artists 
Magazine full page ad! Value: $5400.00

ç

Award of Distinction
Annette Smith-  “Olivia”

(Above)
Oman Award
Marion Droge- 
“Mandarin Still Life”

(Left)
Micky Daniels Memorial Award
Sally Gonzales
“Lemon Tea for Two”

(continued, next page)
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Award of Merit #1   Betsy Aguirre-  
“The Commander’s House”

Award of Merit #2   Grace Haverty-  
“Tulips”Editor’s note:

We regret that we cannot display ALL the award winning 
images, but you can see the WHOLE show by clicking 
on this link:  https://universityclubphoenix.com/
Just scroll down past the images of their current featured 
artist to our exhibit.

We also congratulate these Merchant Award winners:
Rupali Holmes – for “Untamed”
Sherry Whitney for “Sea Glass”
John Erwin – for “This Old House”
David Amsellem for “She’s Gone”
Mary Dohmeier for “California Poppy”
Jim Fox for “Girl on the Pier”
Karen Donmoyer for “ Road Warrior”
Glenda Folk for “Let’s Make-Up”
Ruth Philliben for “Cactus Flower”
Lauralee Stenzel for “Tuxedo”
Janice Wittwer for “Autumn’s Tiny Treasure”
Robin Woodworth for “Double Jeopardy”

Tanya Lemma deserves 
a HUGE “Thank You” for 
her hard work obtaining 
such an amazing package 
of awards for our show. 
When you see her please 
show your appreciation 
for her efforts!
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Member Workshop News
By: Karen Gray
Member Workshop Chair

AWA members can look forward to exciting new workshops in the upcoming months.  Several highly recognized AWA 
member artists will be holding full day in-person member workshops for the months of November, January, February, 
and March.  Participating in a workshop at the AAG building is a great way to meet fellow AWA members and enjoy new 
artistic challenges.  Everyone can also see and appreciate the wonderful talent in our community.  Most of the workshops 
are quickly filling up, so don’t hesitate to register soon!

In November, 2022, David Amsellem will share his energy, expertise, and wry humor during his workshop.  He will 
illustrate the use of bold and dynamic colors to create a contemporary portrait.  David’s successful virtual workshop in 
2021 encouraged many members to request an encore.

 In January, 2023, Sue Hunter will conduct her workshop on collage.  Sue is an experienced instructor, who always inspires 
us with her creative and whimsical style.  Participants will paint, tear, and paste, utilizing collage techniques to embellish 
a subject.  This workshop will rely on the use of acrylic paints.

Then in February, Annette Smith, the winner of Best of Show in the AWA Fall 2021 exhibition, will conduct her workshop 
on painting portraits.  Annette has a free and loose spirit when creating her portraits, which are reminiscent of the artistic 
style of the famous Charles Reid.  

And finally in March, Cindy Welch, a notable artist from Colorado, who now resides part time in Arizona, will illustrate 
her classical and elegant style.  She masterfully uses watercolor for many subjects, including landscapes, flowers, and still 
life.   Her workshop titled “Vibrant Watercolors” will illustrate the use of color as value.

We all look forward to advancing our artistic skills 
through participation in these enriching workshops!  

You can find the registration opportunities for 
the 2022-2023 season on the AWA website under 
Member Workshops.  You will be able to complete the 
registration conveniently online with your credit card.

EXCITING NEW WORKSHOPS FOR 2022-2023!

Blackie, by David AmsellemNovember’s workshop is led by David Amsellem



Parrot by Sue Hunter

by Anne Smith

Pink Splendor  by Cindy Welch

These are samples 
of art by the 
very talented 
instructors in 
our 2022-2023 
lineup of member 
workshops.

9



Western Federation of Watercolor Societies

WFWS includes over 5,000 artists in ten regional watercolor societies and guilds. All AWA Members are 
automatically eligible for this show. 

Check the website: http://wfws.org/  for further information. 

*Some people are having trouble loading their images on ArtCall.  Sometimes Safari causes problems.  Please use 
Chrome for better results.  Also, apparently, it is better to enter on your computer instead of your phone.

*Prospectus Correction:  Commission from the gallery is 30%

Western Fed Show 2024 will be held here in Arizona!  AWA will be hosting!

Hey AWA members! Get painting!!
January 13, 2023 is the deadline! Mark your calendars and get painting.

2024 Western Fed will be presenting the annual exhibition and convention for delegates.  David 
Amsellem, Dyanne Locati, and Tanya Lemma have secured Fountain Hills Community Center for the 
show and special awards banquet.  The Judge will be Stan Miller.  There will be a workshop from Stan 
for AWA and visitors.

We will be having a logo design competition soon.

We need a treasurer for this event to keep books and take care of expenditures- to work with our AWA 
Treasurer, Marilyn Burrows.

We need planners for transportation, food, hotel, printers, framers, shipping, marketing and more!  If 
you are interested in perhaps heading up a small committee for any of these, please let David or Tanya 
know.

We will have a planning meeting to explain these jobs in detail so members can decide where you would 
enjoy spending your energy.  Some jobs will be done from home or by phone.  Others require some 
research. Others require your time during the event.  Then committee sign-ups will happen after the 
committee chairs are filled. We will ask most of you for help in some tiny way. 

Please consider getting involved with AWA and W. Fed. It’s a great way to connect with other artists in 
our club.

q
q

q

q
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TIME TO PREPARE YOUR WFWS ENTRIES

Western Federation of Watercolor Societies #48 Exhibition is hosted by SWS Dallas Tx 2022-2023.

All AWA members are eligible to apply!!  Prospectus and Entry information is now online.

READ THE PROSPECTUS CAREFULLY BEFORE ENTERING

CLICK HERE TO LINK TO PROSPECTUS

http://wfws.org
https://wfws48exhibition.artcall.org/


AWA Board Members

President: Ruth Philliben
awapresident@azwatercolor.com 
   
1st VP Programs: Harvey Wood
harveyjjs@gmail.com 
   
2nd VP Exhibitions: Betsy Aguirre 
awaexhibitions@gmail.com 
   
3rd VP Membership: Tanya Lemma
membership@azwatercolor.com  
   
Recording Secretary:  Christine Oliver
croto1@gmail.com 
   
Treasurer: Marilyn Burrows
awatreasurer22@gmail.com 
   
WFWS Delegate:  David Amsellem
damsell@mindspring.com 
   
WFWS Alternate:  Tanya Lemma 
membership@azwatercolor.com 
   
Director Juror Workshops: Marion Droge
jurorworkshops@azwatercolor.com 
    
Director Member Workshops: Karen Gray
awamemberworkshops@gmail.com 
   
Parliamentarian: Dolly Maitzen
themaitzens@msn.com 

Social Committee Chair:  Sherry Whitney
2retiredartists@gmail.com
 
Social Committee Member: Gurukirn K. Khalsa
gkk@vaiil.com 

Scholarship Chair:  Dyanne Locati 
dyannegarylocati@gmail.com
 
Scholarship Co-chair:  Carole Matthews
clm1117@aol.com 

Webmaster:  David Amsellem
damsell@mindspring.com

Webmaster Assistant:  Vivian Andersen
Vivian@azwatercolor.com

Honor Society: Carol Baker
aquarelles@cox.net

Honoree: Sherry Kimmel
daubsofpaint@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor / Publisher:  Janice Wittwer
janwittwer@icloud.com
 
Social Media:  Mona Houle
mona@monahoule.com
 
E-Blast Publisher: Myra Feldman
feldmy@gmail.com 

AWA Committee Chairs

Our membership is invited to contact 
the editor with ideas and articles for this 
newsletter.
Please contact the editor, Janice Wittwer at:
janwittwer@icloud.com.

News for the newsletter will be due by 
the 20th, for publication by the 1st of the 
following month.

Artist-to-Artist

SALES AND SWAPS
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Please support these SPONSORS!
Our sponsors provide us with FREE magazines and thousands of dollars in gift cards, paint, and art videos. In 
return, some of the sponsors ask for our email addresses to send us their product information, discount offers and 
specials.  Our information will not be shared elsewhere.
We want you to know that CWA will be providing emails to these art companies in return for their wonderful awards.
What a great way for us as artists to find out about the newest and best products available!
If you do not want to receive these emails, you can unsubscribe when you receive them.

From Jacqueline Thomas:

I have 4 Guerrilla Painter Watercolor 
Boards (for stretching watercolor 
paper) that I’d like to pass on to 
someone else.  They are all in excellent 
condition, and I have three sizes (one 
full sheet, two half sheet, one quarter 
sheet).  The MSRP total for all four is 
$1310, but you can get them online 
for $790.  I will sell all four for $250 
(firm) and also will throw in two 
unused carry cases that sell for $40 
each.

Contact: jqthomas14@icloud.com
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