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Next Program: Thursday, October 13
At the AAG Building- In Person

Next Meeting:
Our Programs start at 4 pm. Social Hour 
at 3:30 pm.  

v
Please be sure to log in to your AWA 
account in Membership. You can update 
your information, make a password 
to your liking, add pictures of your 
paintings, and a photo of yourself!

This month we welcome:

Susan Hoffman

Nancy Maine

Doris Marie Provine

Welcome
 New Members!

October is here!  It’s officially Fall.  It’s time for autumn colors even though we must 
go up north to see them.  The leaves are rustling under foot and it’s sweater weather.  
How would you represent fall in a painting?  Might be a fun challenge!  We certainly 
enjoyed our Hope Challenge last month.  Such talent!  

For AWA members, it’s also time for our Fall Exhibition & Workshop.  Our members 
have been busy painting for the Exhibition, and we look forward to the reception later 
in the month.  We will be introducing the Mickey Daniels Award at this reception.  
Mickey was an active AWA member and enjoyed painting "in a series because she was 
always looking for a new direction beyond the obvious with the use of value pattern 
and color design."

I’d like to thank all the current (and past) board members, committee chairs and 
members who have come forward to help with the many functions that keep our 
organization alive.  Without your help we wouldn’t be.  

As you are probably aware, we recently changed our fiscal year to a calendar year 
and are dealing with related issues, such as electing some new board members in 
the fall instead of spring.  Our annual members’ meeting will be in November when 
we will vote on the nominated individuals.  We are a volunteer group and the more 
involved I become, the more I realize we really need your help.  Whether it’s doing 
some computer work (such as making certificates using mail merge), helping out with 
hanging the artwork for our exhibitions, greeting members at the meetings, or the 
myriad of jobs that are associated with our hosting Western Federation of Watercolor 
Societies in 2024, we need your help.  Please let one of the board members know 
what your skills and interests are.  Thanks in advance for considering how you might 
be able to help.  

Ruth Philliben,

President 

Western Federation
of Watercolor Societies

Mark your calendars and get 
painting! All AWA Members are 
automatically eligible for this show!

January 13, 2023 is the deadline!

More information available soon. Check 
the website: http://wfws.org/

News Flash!

Michael Holter will demo. Don’t miss this!v



By Dyanne Locati

Twelve Artists participated by bringing paintings that represented their version of “hope”: 

Ruth Philliben, Sherry Whitney, Marilyn Burrows, Karen Gray, Betsy Aguirre, Robin 
Woodworth, Rupali Holmes, Risa Waldt, John Erwin, Pam Root, Karen Donmoyer and 
Clarice McIlvain.

After the Business meeting, Dyanne Locati lead the challenge by explaining some of the 
items that the artist may talk about when describing their painting. She placed a painting 
on an easel, then invited the artist to come up to give a short explanation about their art-

work. Everyone was captivated by the artists explaining 
various reasons why they painted the painting, materi-
als used, or other factors the artist revealed. It was an 
educational session when we learned about silk screen 
from Ruth.

This was a very successful program that kept the mem-
bers attention throughout the presentation. We all enjoy 
viewing paintings, then, wonder why the artist decided 
to paint that subject. Well, this was the opportunity to 
hear that story. 

 As the artist came in the door, they placed their name on a numbered list. At the end 
of the program, a surprise gift of twenty-five dollars, was given to the name that cor-
responded to their number on the list. John Erwin was the lucky artist when number 
nine was pulled from the bag.

AWA Painting Challenge September 8, 2022 Meeting
The challenge word “Hope” 
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HOPEWhat means to us



Participants 
enjoyed  the 
opportunity 
to hear the 
story behind 
the painting.
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HOPEMore images of what looks like...



AWA needs to fill some Board positions
Editor’s note:  I have been on more Board of Directors than I care to count or admit. 
When it comes to volunteering, there is one common thread that prevails: a hesitancy to 
take on a role, because the details of the duties seem vague to the volunteer and it is easy 
to think one is not up to the task. So here is clarity for everyone:

Three positions need to be filled ASAP: President, Vice-President of Programs, and Parliamentarian

Section 6.0 – President

The President shall preside at all AWA Board of Directors Meetings and General Membership Meetings. The President 
shall engage the service of an auditor.  The President shall sign as needed necessary contracts and obligations of AWA.

The President shall, together with the Treasurer, draft a proposed budget for the AWA program year to present to the 
Board of Directors at the first meeting of the AWA year. The President shall be an ex-official member of all committees 
except the Nominating and Election Committees.

The President shall appoint special representatives, when necessary, for AWA. The President shall perform such other 
powers and duties not inconsistent with these bylaws and as may be assigned from time to time by the Board of 
Directors. The President shall be the custodian of the official seal of AWA and sign and affix seals to certificates. 

The President shall vote only to break a tie vote.

What it means:

Officers, as per our By-Laws:

What it says:

This position needs someone who is willing to be leader and work with the committee and event chairs. There is no 
need to spend countless hours micro-managing because we have amazing, dedicated, competent leaders in every 
aspect of our club activities. A big plus: Ruth the current president is willing to be your mentor for a smooth transition.

What it says:

Section 6.1 – First Vice President of Programs

The First Vice President shall be the Program Chairperson. The First Vice President shall coordinate all programs 
including obtaining audiovisual equipment, obtaining meeting places for AWA, its lectures, and demonstrations, subject 
to approval of the Board of Directors. The First Vice President shall coordinate contracts as needed for meeting places.  

The First Vice President shall contact the appropriate Officers for completion of the AWA Calendar. The Calendar 
shall be submitted to the Board, Publicity Chair and the Webmaster at or prior to the first Board Meeting of the AWA 
program year. 

The First Vice President shall perform the duties of President in the case of absence of the President.

The First Vice President shall have one vote.

This position should be relatively easy to step into. We already have our meeting place, and the demos are mostly 
those artists that will be teaching our workshops. While the calendar will need to be updated regularly, the 
committee chairs will provide the information you need.

What it means:

(continued, next page)
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What it says:

Section 6.13 – Parliamentarian

The Parliamentarian shall be appointed by the President. The role of the Parliamentarian is to act as a consultant and 
an adviser to the President and the Board of Directors on matters governed by the Bylaws and Robert’s Rules of 
Order. The Parliamentarian is to maintain a position of impartiality, and therefore does not make motions, participate 
in debate, and does not have a vote. The Parliamentarian may make suggestions and answer questions pertaining to 
rules, orders, AWA Bylaws and Standing Rules.

The Parliamentarian shall be responsible and in charge of the AWA Bylaws and Standing Rules.  

AWA is a social club, not a corporation. In the four years I have been attending the board meetings, not once have I 
heard “Point of Order” or any other challenge to the proceedings. This duty  requires having a copy of  the By-Laws 
and Standing Rules on hand, as well as Robert’s Rules of Order. You would be required to handle any changes to 
the By-Laws.

What it means:

Artist-to-Artist

Hints And Hacks

Editor’s  note: Dear fellow artists, I KNOW you have ideas and discoveries that would be of interest to share with 
others, so please consider sharing ideas. All you have to do is click here: janwittwer@icloud.com and send me your 
latest hints and hacks. Thanks in advance!

From Watercolor Artist Steve Rogers:
 “Too often watercolorists make the mistake of assuming that the dark values need to be painted with a heavy 
application of pigment, but that’s not always true. Too much paint or too many layers of dark pigment can 
cause the colors to look muddy and pasty. The goal should be to achieve the greatest transparency in the darks. 
As with any other aspect of painting, the issue is one of relative value, not intensity of paint application. 
Moreover, the dark values should never be habitually painted with the same mixture of dark colors, such as 
sepia or ultramarine blue. Dark values can transition between red, blue, and green. In the dark passages I 
rely on the very transparent, more powerful pigments, such as Prussian blue, permanent alizarin crimson, 
permanent magenta, burnt sienna, French ultramarine blue, brown madder, aureolin, and even raw sienna 
(never yellow ochre). I never use staining tube greens or blacks.”

If any of these duties still seem daunting, find a buddy to help you. YOU’VE GOT THIS!!!

Yours truly sometimes struggles to create dark values, so I pirated this tip from Artists Network. 
Hopefully they don’t mind. 
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Juror Workshop: Michael Holter
Two 2 day workshops- $200/member

October 12-13 & 14-15, 2022
AAG Building

Register Now!
Online registration now available

AZWatercolor.com (see section under ‘Workshops, Juror’)
For more images and information, check out Michael’s website 
at: https://www.michaelholter.com/ 

Michael Holter is coming this month!
Michael says, “My work is impressionistic. I like to represent people or places and allow the painting to evolve from 
structure of what is recognizable. The challenge is to balance the care needed to make the representation interesting… 
and perhaps believable, with the freedom, looseness and painterly quality that makes painting so unique and expressive.”

Members have a wonderful opportunity to learn from Michael Holter in his two 2-day workshops. October 12-13 
(FACES) and October 14-15 (PLACES)

Please sign-up on the AWA website for these Fall 2022 
Juror workshops.  https://azwatercolor.com/juror-spring-
and-fall-workshops/#!form/JurorWorkshop

Please contact Marion Droge at jurorworkshops@
azwatercolor.com if you have any questions.

One of the “Places” we will be painting in the workshop. “Faces” -Michael Holter will share his extensive portrait experience.
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Member Workshop News
By: Karen Gray
Member Workshop Chair

As we are entering our 2022-2023 season, AWA members can look forward to exciting new workshops.  Several highly 
recognized AWA member artists will be holding full day in-person member workshops for the months of November, 
January, February, and March.  Getting together in person at the AAG building is a great way to meet fellow AWA members 
and enjoy new artistic challenges.  Everyone can also see and appreciate all of the talent in our community.

In November, 2022, David Amsellem will share his energy, expertise, and wry humor during his workshop.  He will 
illustrate the use of bold and dynamic colors to create a contemporary portrait.  David’s successful virtual workshop in 
2021 encouraged many members to request an encore.

 In January, 2023, Sue Hunter will conduct her workshop on collage.  Sue is an experienced instructor, who always inspires 
us with her creative and whimsical style.  Participants will paint, tear, and paste, utilizing collage techniques to embellish 
a subject.  This workshop will rely on the use of acrylic paints.

Then in February, Annette Smith, the winner of Best of Show in the AWA Fall 2021 exhibition, will conduct her workshop 
on painting portraits.  Annette has a free and loose spirit when creating her portraits, which are reminiscent of the artistic 
style of the famous Charles Reid.  

And finally in March, Cindy Welch, a notable artist from Colorado, who now resides part time in Arizona, will illustrate 
her classical and elegant style.  She masterfully uses watercolor for many subjects, including landscapes, flowers, and still 
life.   Her workshop titled “Vibrant Watercolors” will illustrate the use of color as value.

We all look forward to advancing our artistic skills through participation in these enriching workshops!  

You can find the registration opportunities for 
the 2022-2023 season on the AWA website under 
Member Workshops.  You will be able to complete the 
registration conveniently online with your credit card.

Karen Gray

EXCITING NEW WORKSHOPS FOR 2022-2023!

Blackie, by David AmsellemNovember’s workshop is led by David Amsellem



Parrot by Sue Hunter

by Anne Smith

Pink Splendor  by Cindy Welch

These are samples 
of art by the 
very talented 
instructors in 
our 2022-2023 
lineup of member 
workshops.
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AWA Board Members

President: Ruth Philliben
awapresident@azwatercolor.com 
   
1st VP Programs: Harvey Wood
harveyjjs@gmail.com 
   
2nd VP Exhibitions: Betsy Aguirre 
awaexhibitions@gmail.com 
   
3rd VP Membership: Tanya Lemma
membership@azwatercolor.com  
   
Recording Secretary:  Christine Oliver
croto1@gmail.com 
   
Treasurer: Marilyn Burrows
awatreasurer22@gmail.com 
   
WFWS Delegate:  David Amsellem
damsell@mindspring.com 
   
WFWS Alternate:  Tanya Lemma 
membership@azwatercolor.com 
   
Director Juror Workshops: Marion Droge
jurorworkshops@azwatercolor.com 
    
Director Member Workshops: Karen Gray
awamemberworkshops@gmail.com 
   
Parliamentarian: Dolly Maitzen
themaitzens@msn.com 

Social Committee Chair:  Sherry Whitney
2retiredartists@gmail.com
 
Social Committee Member: Gurukirn K. Khalsa
gkk@vaiil.com 

Scholarship Chair:  Dyanne Locati 
dyannegarylocati@gmail.com
 
Scholarship Co-chair:  Carole Matthews
clm1117@aol.com 

Webmaster:  David Amsellem
damsell@mindspring.com

Webmaster Assistant:  Vivian Andersen
Vivian@azwatercolor.com

Honor Society: Carol Baker
aquarelles@cox.net

Honoree: Sherry Kimmel
daubsofpaint@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor / Publisher:  Janice Wittwer
janwittwer@icloud.com
 
Social Media:  Mona Houle
mona@monahoule.com
 
E-Blast Publisher: Myra Feldman
feldmy@gmail.com 

AWA Committee Chairs

Our membership is invited to contact 
the editor with ideas and articles for this 
newsletter.
Please contact the editor, Janice Wittwer at:
janwittwer@icloud.com.

News for the newsletter will be due by 
the 20th, for publication by the 1st of the 
following month.

Monday, October 3 - Drop off 
paintings

Show:   OCT 04, 2022 – 

               JAN 09, 2023

Reception:  

OCT 27, 2022     
5:30PM – 7:30pm

RSVP (602) 254-5408
to attend

EXHIBITION
Dates to 

Remember
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