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Next Program: Thursday, March 10
At the AAG Building- In Person

Featuring a demonstration by Dyanne Locati!

We will be recording the demonstrations and publishing them 
via the internet (You Tube) for you to view after the program 
is over.  Details forthcoming.  

Remember the meeting time change:
Our Programs are going to start at 4 pm. 
Social Hour at 3:30 pm.  
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The last couple of years have been challenging to say the least.  When I think about 
the relatively minor disruptions in my life, I am reminded of the bigger picture.  

Many of our members participated in The Gratitude Project which now has over 500 
paintings hanging in local healthcare organizations.  What a wonderful way to say 
thank you!  As an RN for over 45 years, I understand the hard work and sacrifice of 
hospital staff, especially during a time of an epidemic.  Arizona Art Alliance decided 
to honor these staff with a display of 6x6 paintings.  Each one has a botanical theme 
meant to say “thank you to hospital staff” with a gift of flowers.  

I went through my stash of unframed paintings and found little sections ‘hidden 
gems’ within several of them.  Cropping is your friend!  I cropped and painted and 
mounted them on the panels.  It seemed like I was making lemonade out of lemons!  
Often we get overwhelmed by the big picture and forget to notice the small but 
powerful moments in our lives, whether it’s a successful portion of a painting or a 
friend who goes out of their way to help you.  These are the moments that we cherish.  

Thanks to members of the Board and Committee Chairs/Members who go out of 
their way to help us all.  

Ruth Philliben, 

AWA President

Wendy Johnston

Kathy Clements

Vanessa Smith

Thank you to everyone for checking your 
contact information online.  If you have 
not done so, you must get new password 
sent to your email.  You can then log 
in, check your profile information, and 
change your password to your liking.  If 
you have difficulty, please contact Tanya 
Lemma membership@azwatercolor.com.

Welcome
 New Members!



Ron Stocke

Juror Workshop: Ron Stocke
Two 2 day workshops- $200/member

April 6-7 & 8-9, 2022
AAG Building

Register Now!
Online registration now available

AZWatercolor.com (see section under ‘Workshops, Juror’)

For more images and information, check out Ron’s website at: 
https://www.ronstocke.com/

Ron will be doing a series of cityscapes and 
landscapes for these workshops. Students are 
welcome to use Ron’s photos as references or 
bring their own. More details to follow soon.

Get an autographed copy of Ron Stocke’s 
book En Plein Air, Watercolor! Please 
contact Marion Droge at jurorworkshops@
azwatercolor.com to reserve a copy.

Check 
this
out!

ç
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Juror Workshop: Michael Holter
Two 2 day workshops- $200/member

October 12-13 & 14-15, 2022
AAG Building

Register Now!
Online registration now available

AZWatercolor.com (see section under ‘Workshops, Juror’)
For more images and information, check out Michael’s website 
at: https://www.michaelholter.com/ 
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Member Workshop News
By: Karen Gray
Member Workshop Chair

Coming in March, 2022, Dyanne Locati will be conducting her workshop on the Process of Abstraction.  This workshop will require 
the use of acrylics.  Dyanne is an award-winning artist and a master of abstracting a landscape.  She is a popular artist instructor, and 
her workshop registration is nearly full.  At this time, only two openings remain.

Looking forward to the 2022-2023 season, several highly recognized AWA member artists will be conducting full day in-person 
member workshops for the months of November, January, February, and March.  It has been wonderful to be able to get together in 
person again at the AAG building.  A workshop is a great way to meet fellow AWA members and enjoy a new artistic challenge.

In November, 2022, David Amsellem will delight us with his energy and wry humor during his workshop.  He will illustrate the use 
of dynamic colors to create a modern portrait or landscape.  David was requested to have an encore performance after his successful 
virtual workshop in 2021. 

 In January, 2023, Sue Hunter will conduct her workshop on collage.  Sue always dazzles us with her creative and whimsical style.  We 
will paint, tear, and paste a new masterpiece.  This workshop will rely on the use of acrylic paints.

Then in February, Annette Smith, the winner of Best of Show in the AWA Fall 2021 exhibition, will hold her workshop.  She will call 
on us to find our free and loose spirit to create portraits reminiscent of the artistic style of the famous Charles Reid.  

And finally in March, Cindy Welch, a notable artist from Colorado who now resides in Arizona, will illustrate her classical and elegant 
style.  Her masterful use of watercolor applies to many subjects.

We all look forward to advancing our artistic skills through participation in these enriching workshops!  In the near future, you will be 
able to find the registration opportunities for the 2022-2023 season on the AWA website.  You will be able to complete the registration 
conveniently online with your credit card.

Karen Gray

AWA Member Workshop Chair

EXCITING NEW WORKSHOPS FOR 2022-2023
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This is the last member workshop of the winter season. It  offers a variety of instructional opportunities.   At this 
time, it is scheduled to be held in person at the AAG building.

Dyanne Locati
March 12, 2022

On March 12, our featured artist instructor will be Dyanne Locati.  
Dyanne is also an award-winning artist and noteworthy instructor.  
She will describe the process of achieving abstraction in an organized 
and easily understandable manner.

Excite your creative style by using Fluid Acrylic on watercolor paper. 
This workshop will give you ideas on how to achieve textures and enjoy 
the freedom from photographic images. Composition and Design will 
be emphasized. When using fluid acrylic, the paint is permanent when 
dry, and layering is done very easily. Demonstrations, handouts and 
critiques will guide you through this process.

A Step-by-Step Process of Abstraction-
A Fluid Acrylic Workshop

Western Federation of Watercolor Societies
ANNUAL WORKSHOP

To take place on Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri.,   May 3, 4, 5, 6, 2022
9AM to 4PM at the Hotel Albuquerque
800 Rio Grande Blvd NW, Albuquerque, NM 87104

Topic - “Take your Painting to a Higher Level”

Western Federation of Watercolor Societies



A day of fun and creativity........
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Thank You Lynda Burruss!!!

Students had 
fun getting in 
touch with their 
whimsical side in 
the class.

The February member workshop, with artist instructor Lynda Burruss, was a day filled with fun and creativity.  Lynda is 
noteworthy for her use of whimsical themes and bright colors.  All of the participants delved deep into right brain mode 
to tap into their sense of wonder and surprise.

Lynda began the workshop with an overview of compositional design.  She illustrated the use of compaction/expansion, 
cruciform, and wedge principles of composition.  The attendees were then encouraged to apply these designs into their 
work.  Using their own reference photos, and selecting and combining specific points of interest, a unique theme could be 
created for a work of art.

The critique conducted at the conclusion of the workshop showed some amazing and highly creative paintings.  Everyone 
enjoyed the challenge of this workshop.  The experience was enhanced by the feeling of artistic comradery, and the joy of 
being together in person again.



Artist-to-Artist

Hints And Hacks

• Small misting bottle

• Drawing pencil and Micron fine tip pen, tiny notebook

• Kneadable eraser and small sharpener

• Masking Fluid, cheap paintbrush for application, 
Piece of Bar Soap, and gum pick-up

• Value Viewer (Red film mounted in 3x5 mat)

• Small pliers to open tubes

• Cut plastic Credit card or gift card

• Old denture toothbrush

• Q-tips and tissue

• Masking tape

• Sponge and Mr. Clean Magic Eraser

• Plastic film to cut templates or make sharp 
edges

• Exacto Knife in a travel toothbrush tube 
with extra blades

• Small piece of sandpaper

• Kosher Salt

• Designers White Gouache or  

 Dr. Ph Martin’s Bleed Proof White

• Small container of rubbing alcohol

This month’s offering is “What’s in my Watercolor Toolbox?”
By Tanya Lemma

Whether working in my art studio, teaching class, or traveling to a workshop, there are a few 
items I cannot be without.  I have a small tote to keep these tools with me wherever I go. Here 
are the most important items for my watercolor projects:
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AWA Board Members

President: Ruth Philliben
awapresident@azwatercolor.com 
   
1st VP Programs: Harvey Wood
harveyjjs@gmail.com 
   
2nd VP Exhibitions: Betsy Aguirre 
awaexhibitions@gmail.com 
   
3rd VP Membership: Tanya Lemma
membership@azwatercolor.com  
   
Recording Secretary:  Christine Oliver
croto1@gmail.com 
   
Corresponding Secretary:  Lizbeth Gordon
gordons_rl@yahoo.com 
   
Treasurer: Marilyn Burrows
treasurer@azwatercolor.com 
   
WFWS Delegate:  David Amsellem
damsell@mindspring.com 
   
WFWS Alternate: Tanya Lemma 
membership@azwatercolor.com 
   
Director Juror Workshops: Marion Droge
jurorworkshops@azwatercolor.com 
    
Director Member Workshops: Karen Gray
awamemberworkshops@gmail.com 
   
Parliamentarian: Dolly Maitzen
themaitzens@msn.com 

Social Committee Chair:  Sherry Whitney
2retiredartists@gmail.com
 
Social Committee Member: Gurukirn K. Khalsa
gkk@vaiil.com 

Scholarship Chair:  Dyanne Locati 
dyannegarylocati@gmail.com
 
Scholarship Co-chair:  Carole Matthews
clm1117@aol.com 

Webmaster:  David Amsellem
damsell@mindspring.com

Webmaster Assistant:  Vivian Andersen
Vivian@azwatercolor.com

Honor Society: Shirley Kleppe
kleppe29@yahoo.com 

Honoree: Sherry Kimmel
daubsofpaint@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor / Publisher:  Janice Wittwer
janwittwer@icloud.com
 
Social Media:  Mona Houle
mona@monahoule.com
 
E-Blast Publisher: Myra Feldman
feldmy@gmail.com 

AWA Committee Chairs
AWA Membership

Please be sure to log in to your AWA 
account in Membership.  You can 
update your information, make 
a password to your liking, add 
pictures of your paintings, and a 
photo of yourself!

Final Brushstroke

Painting is easy when 
you don’t know how, 

but very difficult when 
you do” 

          – Edgar Degas
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AWA Spring Show News
By  Betsy Aguirre, Exhibition Director

Spring 2022 Exhibition will be located at the Fountain Hills Community Center.  Our Juror/Workshop Instructor is Ron Stocke who will 
be teaching the workshop at the AAG building on April 6,7,8 & 9.

Notification of Acceptance ......................................................  Second week of March

Delivery and Hanging ..............................................................  Thursday, March 31, 10 AM-12 Noon

Reception at Fountain Hills Community Center ................  Tuesday, April 5, 5:30 PM – 7:30

Take Down ..................................................................................  Friday, April 29, 10-12 Noon

Our next show will be in the Fall at the Phoenix University Club and we will have size restrictions to where you can enter 
smaller works so more people can get into the show.  The prospectus will not go out until later in the summer.

Betsy Aguirre

AWA Exhibitions
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