
FEBRUARY 2022
Visit our website: azwatercolor.com

FOLLOW US:
AWA - AZ Watercolor Association

President’s Message

1

 I want to thank everyone who has pitched in to help last month.  I was 
watching as members helped at our January program; whether it was to put 
away chairs, greet people, or take out the trash!  Others have worked to make 
bylaws revisions that will be coming to you for review soon.  The Website has 
undergone a major revision which streamlines many of our administrative 
functions.  The Rules and Regulations for Exhibitions has been expanded to 
allow some new ways of showing our paintings at the juried shows.  January’s 
workshop was wonderful, and our Workshop Director has been very active 
putting together 3 more workshops this year.  Many people are working 
behind the scenes, whether it is to clean up our supply cabinet, develop our 
budget or put together our newsletter.  A specific thanks to Marion Droge 
for keeping our Camcorder working during the Workshop!  

We honored David Amsellem this month for his contribution to AWA by 
revision of the Website.  This task has taken countless hours.  Thanks David.  

Welcome to Vivian Anderson as a new member and Webmaster Assistant!  
She has already been a valuable asset to our organization.  

Ruth Philliben, 

AWA President

Next Program: Thursday, February 10
At the AAG Building- In Person

Featuring a demonstration by Linda Burruss!

We will be recording the demonstrations and publishing them 
via the internet (You Tube) for you to view after the program 
is over.  Details forthcoming.  

Remember the meeting time change:
Our Programs are going to start at 4 pm. 
Social Hour at 3:30 pm.  

v

v
v

Annual dues are $50.00.
Yearly dues were due by 
JANUARY 1st, 2022.

Don’t
Forget!

If you haven’t paid your dues, 
you can get it done online!



Ron Stocke

Juror Workshop: Ron Stocke
Two 2 day workshops- $200/member

April 6-7 & 8-9, 2022
AAG Building

Register Now!
Online registration now available

AZWatercolor.com (see section under ‘Workshops, Juror’)

For more images and information, check out Ron’s website at: 
https://www.ronstocke.com/
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Juror Workshop: Michael Holter
Two 2 day workshops- $200/member

October 12-13 & 14-15, 2022
AAG Building

Register Now!
Online registration now available

AZWatercolor.com (see section under ‘Workshops, Juror’)
For more images and information, check out Michael’s website 
at: https://www.michaelholter.com/ 
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Lynda Burruss
February 12, 2022

Let’s Get Whimsical

On February 12, Lynda Burruss will share her talent with us during her 
workshop titled “Let’s Get Whimsical”.  Lynda has a unique style of capturing 
landscapes.

Good composition is fundamental to a successful painting.  In this workshop, 
we will review many different compositions.  Participants should bring 
a minimum of 5 photos of various subjects to the class.  For example:  a 
forested landscape, a still life of flowers, some teacups sitting on a table, a 
beach scene with umbrellas, buildings or houses.  Bring 5 photos that are of 
interest or that have special meaning to you.  (No people or portraits).  Two 
of these photos will be selected to make two finished paintings. 

Pictures from award winning artists will be shown where one particular 
composition has been used successfully.  We will discuss the importance of 
the various components.  You will then dissect your own selected photo(s) to 
create the components of your new and exciting composition. 

Member Workshop News

Here are two member workshops offering a variety of instructional opportunities.   At this time, both of the 
workshops are scheduled to be held in person at the AAG building.

Dyanne Locati
March 12, 2022

On March 12, our featured artist instructor will be Dyanne Locati.  Dyanne 
is also an award-winning artist and noteworthy instructor.  She will 
describe the process of achieving abstraction in an organized and easily 
understandable manner.

Excite your creative style by using Fluid Acrylic on watercolor paper. This 
workshop will give you ideas on how to achieve textures and enjoy the 
freedom from photographic images. Composition and Design will be 
emphasized. When using fluid acrylic, the paint is permanent when dry, 
and layering is done very easily. Demonstrations, handouts and critiques 
will guide you through this process.

A Step-by-Step Process of Abstraction-
A Fluid Acrylic Workshop

Only three open positions left!

By: Karen Gray
Member Workshop Chair
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Thank you to Kim Johnson-Nechtman!!

Students 
obviously enjoyed 
how their best 
friends and 
animals emerged 
on paper in the 
class.

The January member workshop, featuring local professional artist, Kim Johnson, was an educational and enriching 
experience.  The title of Kim’s workshop, “Painting Animals in Watercolor”, perfectly describes the theme.  The participants 
brought their own reference photo of a favorite animal.  Then the painting began on the previously drawn image by using 
a wet into wet technique as an underpainting.  The underpainting enhanced the image and helped to pull it all together.  
Kim illustrated the use of color as value.  Her paintings are alive with dynamic colors that dazzle the viewer.  All of 
the participants were impressed with Kim’s skill and creativity, and her well planned demonstrations provided excellent 
guidance for all members attending.  The critique at the conclusion of the workshop showed some impressive work, and 
that confirmed how well Kim’s instruction was received.  It was a full day of fun and learning.  

Karen Gray

Member Workshop Chair



All entries have been received and artists whose entries are accepted have 
been notified. 

Congratulations to our members whose works have been juried into the show:

Annie Strack

Kim Johnson

Linda Sherman

Grace Haverty

Jordan Kirk

Marion Droge

Western Federation of Watercolor Societies
ANNUAL WORKSHOP

To take place on Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri.,   May 3, 4, 5, 6, 2022
9AM to 4PM at the Hotel Albuquerque
800 Rio Grande Blvd NW, Albuquerque, NM 87104

Lauralee Stenzel

Tom Herbert

Carol McSweeney

David Amsellem

Annette Smith

Tanya Lemma

Topic - “Take your Painting to a Higher Level”

Artist-to-Artist

Hints And Hacks
By Janice Wittwer
Editor

Hot off the press! New Feature!
ç

Membership, yours truly is excited to begin a new column as a platform for all 
of us to share our ideas and discoveries with fellow artists!

Have you found a new paint color that has been fun to play with? A paper you 
tried and found out was an epic fail? A combo of two colors that yielded exciting 
results? You get the idea. And you don’t have to write a whole article.

There is no reason for each of us to have to re-invent the wheel when we can 
benefit from helpful information from fellow watercolor artists. Feel free to 
share your experiences to the newsletter at: janwittwer@icloud.com.

I will start this first edition off with something I learned in a workshop: it’s 
always a good idea to test colors before starting a painting. Most of us select 
three primary colors that we think would lend themselves well to the subject. 
But do we take the time to see if they “play well” with each other? I drop my 
puddles into a fan shape (think radiation symbol) and overlap them to watch the 
interaction, transparency, granulation, etc. I look forward to hearing from you.
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AWA Board Members

President: Ruth Philliben
awapresident@azwatercolor.com 
   
1st VP Programs: Harvey Wood
harveyjjs@gmail.com 
   
2nd VP Exhibitions: Betsy Aguirre 
awaexhibitions@gmail.com 
   
3rd VP Membership: Tanya Lemma
membership@azwatercolor.com  
   
Recording Secretary:  Christine Oliver
croto1@gmail.com 
   
Corresponding Secretary:  Lizbeth Gordon
gordons_rl@yahoo.com 
   
Treasurer: Marilyn Burrows
treasurer@azwatercolor.com 
   
WFWS Delegate:  David Amsellem
damsell@mindspring.com 
   
WFWS Alternate: Tanya Lemma 
membership@azwatercolor.com 
   
Director Juror Workshops: Marion Droge
jurorworkshops@azwatercolor.com 
    
Director Member Workshops: Karen Gray
awamemberworkshops@gmail.com 
   
Parliamentarian: Dolly Maitzen
themaitzens@msn.com 

Social Committee Chair:  Sherry Whitney
2retiredartists@gmail.com
 
Social Committee Member: Gurukirn K. Khalsa
gkk@vaiil.com 

Scholarship Chair:  Dyanne Locati 
dyannegarylocati@gmail.com
 
Scholarship Co-chair:  Carole Matthews
clm1117@aol.com 

Webmaster:  David Amsellem
damsell@mindspring.com

Webmaster Assistant:  Vivian Andersen
Vivian@azwatercolor.com

Honor Society: Shirley Kleppe
kleppe29@yahoo.com 

Honoree: Sherry Kimmel
daubsofpaint@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor / Publisher:  Janice Wittwer
janwittwer@icloud.com
 
Social Media:  Mona Houle
mona@monahoule.com
 
E-Blast Publisher: Myra Feldman
feldmy@gmail.com 

AWA Committee Chairs
AWA Membership

Please be sure to log in to your AWA 
account in Membership.  You can 
update your information, make 
a password to your liking, add 
pictures of your paintings, and a 
photo of yourself!

Welcome to our new AWA Members!
 

Allen Jacobi
Annu Mitra
Barbara Tibbets
Brenda Kulikowski
Calvin deRuyter
Christopher Alexander
Diane Harrison
Maria Hernandez
Fred Smith
Jacob Benz
Mary C Farmer
Mary E Stewart
Patricia Cyr
Vivian Newing Andersen
Wendy Johnson
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AWA Spring Show News
By  Betsy Aguirre, Exhibition Director

I hope that all of you received your new prospectus for the Spring exhibition.  If you did not, please go to this link to get your copy:  
https://azwatercolor.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/AWA-Fountain-Hills-Prospectus-2022-PDF.pdf

Spring 2022 Exhibition will be located at the Fountain Hills Community Center.  Our Juror/Workshop Instructor is Ron Stocke who will 
be teaching the workshop at the AAG building on April 6,7,8 & 9.

Deadline for on-line submittals .............................................  Monday, February 21, 2022- 6:00 P.M.

All show entries will now be submitted and paid for on-line through the AWA web site. No mailed entries or checks.  

The information will be in the prospectus.  

Notification of Acceptance ......................................................  Second week of March

Delivery and Hanging ..............................................................  Thursday, March 31, 10 AM-12 Noon

Reception at Fountain Hills Community Center ................  Tuesday, April 5, 5:30 PM – 7:30

Take Down ..................................................................................  Friday, April 29, 10-12 Noon
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