
We are planning a face-to-face meeting September 9 at AAG.  We will also offer that meeting via 
virtual zoom connection for anyone who cannot attend in person. We will be limited to food 
outside only, unless AAG changes that.  You will also need to sign a liability form when you arrive 
at AAG.  We look forward to seeing everyone.

We still need additional people to run the organization, it takes a community to make this work. 
We still do many things manually and we are working on getting more automations to minimize 
paper work and to stop keeping track of things manually. 

We need a treasurer to update QuickBooks (takes about 2 hours a month)

We are working to automate all payments to online by EOY. 

We need a bookkeeper to write checks and send QB entries to treasurers (2 hours a month)

We also need a new President, starting January 1, 2022, I will be stepping down then.

We are taking a break for the summer. I am already in remote Alaska and only have internet when I drive into Homer once 
a week or so. We will keep AWA active, but we cannot do it without YOU

Thank you to the 21 people that responded to the survey, I would love to hear from everyone. Please take a few minutes 
and share your thoughts.

Please contact me if you can help, any amount of time is greatly appreciated.

Thanks,

Bruce

MAY 2021
Visit our website: azwatercolor.com

FOLLOW US:
AWA - AZ Watercolor Association

President’s Message
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Jobs that need to be filled

Financials starting May 2021

Someone to pick up the mail at the PO box and make sure we get any checks to Bank of America deposited and any bills 
to the person who writes the checks. Only needs to get done every 2 weeks.

Need someone that can write checks for the bills (not many each month) and make sure the form gets to the treasurer 
so we can update QuickBooks    Estimate: 4-6 hours month 

Someone to be treasurer and make the QuickBooks entries, many come in email from Bank of America and only need 
an account assigned to be applied.  Work with CPA on tax filings, Annual Audit, and Corp Commission filing.

Co Exhibition Help

Someone to help review entry photos to accept or reject them (size issues) so we can send to Juror

Someone to take checks and make deposit for entries

Someone to book Juror, flights, hotels, transportation and get check request to the person writing checks

Someone to make calls to find new locations to have future shows                                                         (continued on next page)



(continued from front page)

46th WFWS Exhibition

46th Western Federation of Watercolor Societies

Evening Event 

Registration (May 7, 2021)

As an AWA Member, you are a member of WFWS.

We hope you can join us on May 7th at 6PM MST  for our 46th 
WFWS Evening Event!

Register to receive the ZOOM link to attend our event.  We just 
need your name and email address.  Register by May 5, 2021.  
You will receive the ZOOM link to join us a just prior to the May 
7th event.  

You are invited!  Listen to what the artists say about their 
paintings!  Who won the 46th WFWS Exhibition Awards?  Sarah 
Yeoman, AWS talks about the exhibition.  Watch the slideshow!  
Learn about each WFWS society!  Let’s celebrate!

Click here to RSVP

 

 
 

 
 

Someone to research Artist to be Juror (we plan 2+ years out, to Jury show and awards, do meeting demo and perform 
2 (2 day) totals of 4-day Workshops.  Two event per year

Requires about 2-4hours per month all year

President, starting Jan 2022, 

I have been on the board for 12 years and need to let someone else drive AWA.  I have done juror workshops 4 years, 
treasurer 4 years, Exhibitions, and President 3 years.

I am going to take over Community Outreach in Jan 2022, so I will still stay active, but need new Leader to move us 
forward.  4-6+ Hours per week   

Juror Workshops Co-Chair

Assist Juror Workshop Chairperson, Manage Juror selection, Coordinate Juror trip, juror show review, Juror Award 
Review, Juror Demo, Juror workshop logistics. Twice a year event (Est 2  hours per month) 

Membership Chair

Track paid members, keep list current, solicit new ways to grow membership, 

Hours vary, with more activity during renewal.many more during renewal  
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https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehw4n2u502ecbb71&oseq=&c=&ch=


Artist of the Month
Congratulations Jody Miles! 

Happy Place, Watercolor 

My inspiration for this painting, entitled “Happy Place,” is watercolorist Joyce Hicks.  I like her sense of place and soft 
color palette.  This painting depicts an imaginary hilly place by the sea covered mainly with the yellowish grass and gray 
green brush and trees reminiscent of the California hills I grew up surrounded by.  The house is old and rambling and 
depicts the old farm houses I am so attracted to.  The image represents an earlier time when our lives were simpler and 
more peaceful, when our clothes smelled of the sun.  It is a happy place for me and Joyce Hicks helped me to find it.

                             

BIOGRAPHY 

Other than a couple of years in college when I was an art major I am self taught.  I was inspired by a friend and her mom 
who are and were lifelong watercolor artists.  I began by painting portraits because this was where my true passion lay.  I 
used art magazines and some video tutorials as learning tools as well as much repetition.  Later I attended workshops then 
joined watercolor associations where I have exhibited my work.  

EXPERIENCE WITH AWA

I am an AWA member and have had my paintings exhibited  in AWA shows since I joined in 2016 when my husband and 
I moved to Phoenix, Arizona.  I have also attended meetings and many workshops which I have enjoyed immensely.  I 
appreciate the wonderful and talented artists that AWA brings in to share their art and to help us improve our own.
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Above are samples of work from John Erwin’s workshop on November 13 
titled “Painting with Flowing Colors”
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General Meeting and Member Workshop News
By Karen Gray

May General Meeting Demo: 
May 13    7PM.

t

Don’t miss this one!
Featuring David Amsellem

The featured artist who will be conducting the demo at the May 13 general meeting is David Amsellem.  David will 
then follow up with a half day virtual workshop on Saturday, May 15.  David’s work is contemporary and skillful.  The 
registration form is available on the AWA website with a modest cost of $35.00 for members.  Hurry up and register now!

Looking forward to the 2021-2022 season, several highly recognized AWA member artists will be conducting full day 
in-person workshops for the months of November, January, February, and March.  We are all excited to be able to get 
together in person again at the AAG building.  In November, John Erwin will delight us with his energy and humor during 
his workshop.  In January, Kim Johnson Nechtman will conduct her workshop on painting animals in watercolor.  Kim 
always dazzles us with her use of color and style.  Then in February, Lynda Burruss will hold her “Let’s Get Whimsical 
“workshop.  She will call on us to find our inner muse to create a stylized painting.  And finally in March, Dyanne Locati 
will teach us her process of achieving abstraction in landscapes or other subjects.  Successful abstraction is challenging to 
accomplish, and Dyanne is an expert.  We all look forward to advancing our artistic skills through participation in these 
enriching workshops!  You can find the registration form for the 2021-2022 season on the AWA website.

Karen Gray - Member Workshop Chair

Bobbi Fischer - Member Workshop Co-Chair



By Betsy Aguirre

Congratulations to the AWA members who are now on display at the Shemer Art Center.   Please check out the Facebook 
postings and Instagram to see the show and a listing of the winners. The reception was a huge success, and the show will 
be open until May 20, so be sure to visit.

Please pick up your artwork on either Friday, May 21, from 10-12 or Saturday, May 22 from 10-12.

Our next exhibition prospectus will be arriving in your email this summer, so please add awaexhibitions@gmail.com to 
your contact list so you will be sure to receive it.    The show will be on display at the beautiful new Scottsdale Civic 
Center Library Gallery from October 4 through December.  Have a great summer!

AWA Spring Exhibition

Arizona Art Alliance Exhibition:
“The Heat is On”

July 11 – August 31, 2021

This Virtual Exhibition on the Arizona Art 
Alliance website is open to all AWA Members.  
The Exhibition will be juried and prizes will be 
awarded.

Important Dates:

June 6 – June 30, 2021:  online submissions

July 7:  Notification via email

July 11 – 2PM – virtual reception & 
announcement of award winners via zoom

For more information about entry fees, prizes, 
to view the prospectus and submit entries, etc. 
please go to the website (www.azartalliance.
com).

Upcoming Project:

The Art Alliance is organizing a project to show gratitude to our healthcare workers who have sacrificed so much over the 
past year.  Artists will create 6 x 6 inch artworks (on canvas panels provided by the Alliance) to be displayed at hospitals 
and subsequently donated to healthcare workers.  We will use a botanical theme for the artworks.  This will most likely 
take place in Fall 2021 and into 2022.  So be thinking of what botanical images you would like to create for this worthwhile 
project.  More info to come. 
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Newsletter Submissions: Send articles or member news updates to: Janice Wittwer at janwittwer@icloud.com. News for the following month’s newsletter will be due by the 3rd 
Thursday and the newsletter will go out the 4th Thursday of the month for the following month.

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Bruce Sink ...............................................602-738-8121
1st Vice President (Programs)
Harvey Wood ...........................................602-246-2986
2nd Vice President (Membership Exhibitions)
Betsy Aguirre ...........................................602-430-1889
Co-Chair:  ....................................................Opportunity
3rd Vice President (Membership/Database)
Ruth Philliben ..........................................602-228-1217
Recording Secretary
Christine Oliver ........................................602-992-8022
Corresponding Secretary (Newsletter Distribution)
Lizabeth Gordon ......................................623-487-0345
Treasurer ....................................................Opportunity
Financial Secretary....................................Opportunity
Western Fed Delegate
David Amsellem .......................................480-216-3938
Alternate: Tanya Lemma ..........................253-222-1432
Director at Large (National Exhibition) -Opportunity
Director at Large (Juror Workshops)
Marion Droge ...........................................602-380-7834
Co-Director:  ...............................................Opportunity

Director at Large (Member Workshops)
Karen Gray ..............................................480-980-7457
Co-Director: Bobbie Fisher ....................703-395-4021
President Emeritus
Ruth Philliben ..........................................602-228-1217

COMMITTEES

AZ Art Alliance
Judy Delmonico-Roll................................480-990-1359
Bylaws, Parliamentarian
Dolly Maitzen ...........................................602-867-8155
Community Outreach ................................Opportunity
Directory Information ................................Opportunity
E-blast Publisher
Myra Feldman..........................................480-467-4460
Fun Table
Katherine Kurgen.....................................480-636-9130
Historian
Bonnie Cheney ........................................623-572-5904
Honoree
Sherry Kimmel .........................................602-300-1648
Honor Society
Shirley Klein Kleppe ................................602-315-9415

Merchant Awards
Linda Thiel ...............................................623-582-0830
Awards Certificates
Nancy Herbst ...........................................480-839-8827
Newsletter Chief Editor
.....................................................................Opportunity
Newsletter Publisher
Janice Wittwer ......................................... 970-799-1720
Photography ..............................................Opportunity
Scholarships Chair ............................... Dyanne Locati 
Scholarship raffle table:  ..................... Carole Matthews
Social Committee
.....................................................................Opportunity
Co-Chair: Gurukirn Khalsa ......................602-510-1541
Membership Chair
Tanya Lemma, Acting Chair.....................253-222-1432
Student Membership
Candice Diaz ...........................................602-510-6810
WebMaster
David Amsellem .......................................480-216-3938

There were many entries with ceramic/clay, wood installation and printmaking as a focus. Several artists working in water 
media, drawing and charcoal were eligible to be selected for our awards. 

After much deliberation we came to the conclusion to award two artists with the AWA – Del Decil scholarships:

Hanna Schlossmacher – ASU student – Major in Painting – $1,000.

Kelsey Phillips – ASU student – Major in Drawing and Painting - $2,000.

AWA is honored to reward students that pursue education in the arts and especially painting.

Thank you,

Dyanne Locati

AWA Scholarship Chair

Carole Matthews

AWA Scholarship Raffle Table

April 6th, AAG & AWA scholarship committee met to select the scholarship recipients. Five people spent 3 hours 
carefully going over each candidate’s submission. The applicant must submit three images and a statement that explains 
their interests and how they plan to use their education. The process starts with a quick overview… then, we start taking 
people out of the running. The hard part is getting down to the last few that will not make the cut. The artists statement 
plays an important role in this decision. As scholarship chair, I have the final say on AWA selections, however, I also ask 
for the committee’s input on my decisions. 

Del Decil Scholarship News
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