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Stan Kurth
SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2020 | MEMBER WORKSHOP
“Intuitive Studies in Watercolor, Ink & Gouache”
– By Mary Valesano, Chair, Member Workshops

Talented artist and creative workshop instructor, Stan Kurth, has 
drawn and painted most of his life. An aunt, who was an artist and 
art instructor, became a big influence even before he began school. 
Stan lives with the conviction of “fear not” and that same attitude 
permeates not just his life but his art. His focus and dedication 
to his work have earned him signature member status in several 

watercolor societies including the National Watercolor Society, San Diego Watercolor Society 
and the Western Federation of Watercolor Societies.

On Saturday, March 14, Stan will be guiding workshop participants through his intuitive art process. This workshop is 
designed to teach all levels of students to paint intuitively, starting without preconceived notions or outcome. In other 
words, there will be no preliminary planning or drawing. What fun! The process itself will dictate direction as students use 
watercolor, ink and gouache to implement the elements and principles of design. Beginning with random ink marks, the 
addition of color using a mixture of ink, watercolor and gouache, will be used to create an individual  library of design elements.

Stan teaches that “intuitive painting is the act of making marks and spreading pigment on a 
surface until it conveys a personal aesthetic. There is no predetermined finish or elaborate 
planning. My paintings are expressions of my life experience, everything which has touched 
and moved me along a path to the latest work. If the work fails to 
speak visually, no amount of esoteric rhetoric here will change it. 
Painting is a discipline which requires practice, passion, devotion, 
focus and an undying spirit of pursuing something which will 
never be attained.”

It is entirely possible that workshop participant finished work may 
be representational, but the goal is work which is compositionally pleasing and aligned with the 
artist’s personal aesthetic.

Currently, Stan’s workshop is full and a waitlist has been started. If you would like to have your 
name added to the waitlist, please contact Sally Gonzalez at sally.r.gonzalez@outlook.com. 
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Geri Medway  
APRIL 8–9 AND 10–11, 2020 | TWO 2-DAY JUROR WORKSHOP
– By Marj Mackenzie, Co-Chair,  Juror Workshops

Come paint with Geri Medway, known for her passion of painting light, 
in all its subtleties and complexities, and for sharing her vision with 
others through her award-winning watercolor paintings.

Geri’s artwork is driven by a lifelong love and sense of awe for the 
natural world. She is a signature member of National Watercolor 
Society and Watercolor West.

As Geri states, “My primary medium is watercolor because of the 
transparency and brilliance that I can achieve with this paint. This 
medium enables me to put on paper, a translation of the way I react 
to Nature and objects, seeing their patterns, colors and light. I layer 
color upon color to achieve richness, vibrancy and glow that enables 
the light to pass through the many layers of color and bounce back off 
the archival cotton paper at the viewer’s eye.

To see more of her beautiful watercolors, 
please go to Geri’s website gerimedway.
com or her facebook page Geri Medway 
Fine Art.

Workshop registration forms are on 
AZWatercolor.com or contact Sheila 
Belland at awasheilabelland@gmail.com.

Geri Medway’s artwork is driven by a lifelong love 
and sense of awe for the natural world. Her passion 
is painting light, in all its subtleties and complexities, 
and sharing her vision with others through her 
award-winning watercolor and oil paintings.
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“Thank You, Jane Underhill!”
–By Mary Valesano, Chair, Member Workshops

Attendees at the recent workshop with Jane Underhill participated in a Createx “Pure Pigment 
Painting Party”! The entire day was an absolute addictive adventure watching brilliant paint 
color mingle on various substrates. The first task of the day was to create a set of “face 
down” pours. Diluted Createx Pure Pigments were dropped, dribbled and squirted onto 
a plexiglass surface (and even the plastic table covers) and then the paper was placed, face 
down, into this colorful puddle! Once the surface 
was covered and dried, images were coaxed out of 
hiding by using either a subtractive technique or 

directly painting onto the surface. Participants were able to try this technique 
with several different types of “paper” surfaces or substrates to see how the 
pigments behave! In the afternoon, the diluted pigments were poured directly  
over watercolor paper and allowed to mingle and blend. Once dry, additional 
layers could be added into wet areas to create an image. The day ended with 
participants sharing some unique and colorful creations! Every painting was  an 
adventure! It was a delight to see the colorful and imaginative pieces everyone  
created.

“Thank You, Jane” for sharing so much of your creative process and leading us on a fun filled colorful art journey.

“Interpretations V” at WHAM West Gallery 
16560 N Dysart Road
Surprise, AZ 85378
March 3–28 | Reception:  Saturday March 7, 5–7pm
Gallery open Tuesday–Saturday, 10am–4pm

This Show is a tribute to the AZ Art Alliance, courtesy of 
Member League WHAM. For more information, please check 
the Alliance website (azartalliance.com) or the WHAM website 
(wham-art.org).

AZ Art Alliance – Enriching Life Through Art
– By Judy Delmonico-Roll, AZ Art Alliance Rep

Art Alliance Outreach
Our Outreach Programs continue, including our Veteran 
Art Program, which provides free art instruction to 
veterans. There is a powerful new video on the website 
(azveteranartprogram.com) that features women veteran art 
class attendees.

February 16th, AAG and AWA scholarship committee met 
to select the scholarship recipients. Five people spent 2½ 
hours carefully going over each candidate’s submission. 
The applicant must submit three images and a statement 
that explains their interests and how they plan to use 
their education. The process starts with a quick overview… 
then, we start taking people out of the running. The hard 
part is getting down to the last few that will not make the 
cut. The artists statement plays an important role in this 
decision. As scholarship chair, I have the final say on AWA 
selections, however, I also ask for the committee’s input on 
my decisions.

There were many entries with ceramic/clay and printmaking 
as a focus. Not many students work on paper with water 
media, which requires framing. Some of my selections were 
acrylic on canvas. I noticed that some of the watercolor 
societies are now allowing pieces on canvas, or without the 
use of plexiglass.
AWA awarded two Del Decil – AWA scholarships at $1,000 
each. Ruchi Ukhade and John Bedard will receive our 
scholarships at the Opening Reception on April 9th at 
the Sheemer Art Center. I will be there to hand out the 
certificates on behalf of AWA. The scholarship show will be 
from April 8 through March 21.

AWA - Del Decil Scholarship 
– By Dyanne Locati, Scholarship Chairman; Carole Matthews, Scholarship Raffle
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Hello everyone! We had a wonderful meeting in February, Jane Underhill did an amazing 
demo on pour painting and use of some new painting surfaces to get wonderful results.

I want to also thank Marion Droge for being our featured artist, she had several great paintings to 
share with all of us. Thanks Marion for sharing your work with us.

The Spring show will be at Holland Gallery. We also need many volunteers to set up the 
show, host the reception and take the show down. Please reach out to Betsy Aguirre 
sienastudios@icloud.com to help out, this is your community please be part of it!

We have many new meeting demos thru May. I know you will enjoy the meeting demos and 
the workshops we have planned, so be sure to join us.

 March 12 – Stan Kurth demo and workshop on March 14. Don’t miss your chance to learn to abstract your thinking     
     and imagination.

    Our ‘Featured Artist’ in March will be Janice Winner and Margie West. If you would like to be featured, please contact   
    me at presidentazwatercolor@gmail.com.

 April 9 – Juror Geri Medway demo and workshops on April 8–9 and 10–11.

 May 14 – We are planning to have a special guest demo, more to come on this event.

Meetings will also have a raffle and silent auction for a donated painting. We now accept credit cards to make it more 
convenient for you to pay at the meeting. We are hoping to raise a great deal for our community outreach program. If you 
wish to contribute, please contact Sherry Kimmel (daubsofpaint@yahoo.com).

Work is continuing on our community service project with four “Teach the Teacher” events planned! We can always use 
more help so please contact Diane Parnitzke (awadiane@gmail.com) to sign up to volunteer.

We will also be providing another watercolor lesson for the Phoenix Boys and Girls clubs. Our last session had over 80 high 
schools students attend and they were all wonderful and grateful young people. This event is on Friday, March 27, 4pm at 
the Boys and Girls Club on Missouri Avenue in Phoenix.

Time for AWA dues! You can pay your 2020 dues at the meeting with a credit card, you’ll be entered into a drawing for $200 
which can be used for any AWA workshop. We are still working on developing our website to allow us to take credit cards.  
We also will automate the membership process and signing up for workshops when we do this. If you know of a company or 
individual that does web programming please contact Bruce Sink (602-738-8121) or email at presidentazwatercolor@gmail.com.

Join in our social media! We are expanding on Facebook and Instagram. Sign up if you don’t have an account already and 
share your artwork with the AWA group “AWAwatercolor”. Post your art work today, post something new at least once a week.

                                                                                                             Keep your brushes wet and be inspired!
                                                                                                             Bruce Sink, AWA President

President’s Message

AWA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE IS HERE! – By Ruth Philliben, Membership Chair

Arizona Watercolor Association annual dues are paid each spring for the upcoming fiscal year (June–May). We encourage 
members to pay during the months of March, April and May. Since our fiscal year closes at the end of May, it is helpful to 
have the members pay their dues prior to that time. (And we take a summer break).  

To encourage members to pay during the membership drive, we are offering INCENTIVES to those who join/renew during 
this time. If you pay your dues at the March, April or May meetings, you will receive a ticket for a voucher drawing of $200. 
This drawing will be held at the May meeting. Additional drawings will be held at the meetings during March, April, and May. 
Memership fee is $50.00.

Make sure you read the article in this publication that I want to share about the history of AWA!
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“A Taste of Watercolor”
AWA’s Community Outreach–Giving to the Community by Reaching Out to Teachers

March has arrived and so has a request from the Lavine Elementary School District for a 2½ hour workshop/class for the 
elementary school art teachers. The date of the presentation is tentatively set for the afternoon of Wednesday, April 22.

Lavine is an area located in southern Phoenix. The school district is a smaller district consisting of eight elementary schools. 
The District Coordinator said the teachers are “so happy that AWA Community Outreach is offering this programs to the teachers 
of Arizona.”

The support of AWA members is very valuable in making the outreach to Arizona teacher a viable program. The Outreach 
Committee thanks you for your participation. Remember, budding artists are potential future members.

Watch for updates in your forthcoming AWA newsletter!

Support AWA Community Outreach! – By Diane Parnitzke, Chair, AWA Community Outreach

Here are a few ways you can help support:
• By simple donations. Drop a dollar or two or more into the donation jar. Every little or large bit works!

• By purchasing raffle tickets for a two-day Juror’s Workshop (valued at $200). You get to choose one of four, two-
day workshops. Betsy Dillard Stroud is presenting two workshops in the Fall of 2020. Tom Lynch is presenting two 
workshops in the spring of 2021. Tickets are $10 for a single ticket or a bargain price of $20 for three tickets.

• By purchasing raffle tickets for a painting donated by Ellen Fountain (valued at $350). This is an original painting which 
is professionally matted and framed. It will look great on your wall or make a great gift. Tickets are $10 each and will be 
sold through May. Raffles will be drawn at the May 14 general meeting. You do not have to be present to win.

You may also donate or purchase raffle tickets by mail. Send a check for a donation or raffle tickets to: Sherry Kimmel, 
5143 W Sweetwater Ave., Glendale, AZ 85304. Write “Community Outreach” on the lower left hand side of your mailing 
envelope. Make your check payable to “Arizona Watercolor Association, Inc.” and write “Community Outreach” on the 
memo line. You must include a note if the check is for “donation” or”raffle ticket(s)” and which raffle the tickets are for. 
Also include a stamped, self addressed envelope so that the stub(s) from your raffle tickets may be sent back to you.

If every member gives $5 or combined a small donation with purchasing one or more raffle tickets, our Community Outreach 
program would be fully funded. All proceeds are used to purchase supplies for recipients of AWA Community Outreach.

Thank you for your support!

– By Diane Parnitzke, Chair, AWA Community Outreach and Sherry Kimmel, Co-Chair, AWA Community Outreach

AWA Member News...
• Jane Underhill – One painting Desert Foothills

• Jean Rossman –  Two paintings Desert Foothills

• David Amsellem – One painting Scottsdale Artist School

• Tanya Lemma – Three paintings Sun City West Show; One painting sold Glendale Art Show; One painting Desert Foothills 

• Pam Root – CWA exhibit Desert Foothills; Three photos Shemer Art

• Candice Diaz – Desert Foothills; Two paintings AAG; First studio two paintings; One sold

• Elle Gould – Four paintings sold

• Joann Almich – One painting First studio

• Melanne Harman – One painting APG First Studio; Gel painting demo at First Studio on March 20; One painting Cave Creek show

• Marian Droge – Teaching watercolor class (Tuesdays 10am-2pm) AZ Art Supply
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AWA Spring 2020 Membership Exhibition
Show held at: Holland Art Center, 34250 N 60 Street, Building B, Scottsdale, AZ 85266

      Show Calendar:   March 2 Week – Artists notified via email
                                                         March 26 – Deliver artwork to Holland Gallery (9:30 -11am)
                                                         April 9 – Awards Reception, AWA Meeting and Juror Demo (6:30pm)
                                                         April 23 – Pick-up artwork at Holland Gallery (8-9:30am)

Please be sure to read your instruction sheet that is attached to your acceptance letter. See you at the installation on 
Thursday, March 26 between 9:30-11am! The reception and awards presentation will be right after the AWA business 
meeting at the AAG building on Thursday, April 9 at 6:30pm.    

We need help with the exhibition hanging and the reception! 
 Please contact Betsy Aguirre at sienastudios@cox.net or Carol Baker at carolbakerart@cox.net to volunteer.  

Here are the accepted artists:

Aguirre, Betsy

Amsellem, David

Baker, Carol (2)

Belland, Sheila

Diaz, Candice

Dohmeier, Mary

Droge, Marion

Duvall, Denise

Erwin, John

Folk, Glenda

Fountain, Ellen

Fox, Jim

Gonzalez, Sally

Harman, Melanie

Herbert, Tom (2)

Hill, Joy

Jeziorski, Peter (2)

Joyner, Yvonne

Katz, Deanna

Khalsa-Kaur,Gurukirn

Kirk, Jordan

Lemma, Tanya

Locati, Dyanne (2)

McIlvain, Clarice

McSweeney, Carol

Miles, Jody (2)

Miller, Helen

Newell, Sandy

Philliben, Ruth

Politis, George

Priya, Anshu

Seaborn, Susan

Schooley, Linda

Sharma, Ana

Sherman, Linda (2)

Sink, Bruce

Stenzel, Lauralee (2)

Tanner, Cheri (2)

Thiel, Linda

Underhill, Jane

Valesano, Mary (2)

West, Margy (2)

Whitney, Sherry (2)

Before you frame your artwork please go to the AWA website azwatercolor.com/acceptable-entries that will tell 
you about the AWA’s strict rules on presentation and framing requirements.

Please note that your artwork must have two D-rings on the back of the artwork for us to hang them on the 
hanging system.  This D-ring can be the same ring that the wire loops through. Do not use small-hole screw eye 
parts for your wire, these rip out easily.

Remember that your artwork must be framed in white mats, simple frames, and please check for scratches on 
the frame and especially the plexiglas. No dirt or debris must be in the mat. If they come in damaged or framed 
incorrectly, they will not be installed. Again, please carefully read the instructions on our website.

CONGRATULATIONS to everyone who was accepted into the AWA Spring Exhibition!
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Newsletter Submissions: Send articles or member news updates to: Liz Ramsey at lizramsey@cox.net. News for the following month’s newsletter will be due by the 
3rd Thursday and the newsletter will go out the 4th Thursday of the month for the following month.

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Bruce Sink ................................................ 602-738-8121
1st Vice President (Programs)
Harvey Wood ........................................... 602-246-2986
2nd Vice President (Membership Exhibitions)
Betsy Aguirre ........................................... 602-430-1889
Co-Chair: Carol Baker ............................. 480-998-3166
3rd Vice President (Membership/Database)
Ruth Philliben .......................................... 602-228-1217
Recording Secretary
Christine Oliver ........................................ 602-992-8022
Corresponding Secretary (Newsletter Distribution)
Lizabeth Gordon ..................................... 623-487-0345
Treasurer
Melanie Harman ..................................... 602-751-8549
Financial Secretary ..................................Opportunity
Western Fed Delegate
David Amsellem ...................................... 480-216-3938
Alternate: Tanya Lemma ........................ 253-222-1432
Director at Large (National Exhibition) -Opportunity
Director at Large (Juror Workshops)
Sheila Belland .......................................... 949-310-5890

Co-Director: Marj MacKenzie ............... 480-510-6775
Director at Large (Member Workshops)
Mary Valesano ......................................... 480-980-7457
Co-Director: Sally Gonzalez .................. 703-395-4021
President Emeritus
Linda Schooley ........................................ 623-388-6255

COMMITTEES
AZ Art Alliance
Judy Delmonico-Roll ............................... 480-990-1359

Bylaws, Parliamentarian
Dolly Maitzen ........................................... 602-867-8155

Community Outreach
Diane Parnitzke  ...................................... 623-386-2098
Sherry Kimmel ......................................... 602-300-1648
Directory Information ............................Opportunity
E-blast Publisher
Myra Feldman ......................................... 480-467-4460
Fun Table
Katherine Kurgen .................................... 480-636-9130
Historian
Bonnie Cheney ........................................ 623-572-5904
Honoree
Sherry Kimmel ......................................... 602-300-1648

Honor Society
Shirley Klein Kleppe ................................ 602-315-9415

Merchant Awards
Linda Thiel ................................................ 623-582-0830
Awards Certificates
Nancy Herbst ........................................... 480-839-8827

Newsletter Chief Editor
Liz Ramsey ............................................... 480-747-7763
Newsletter Publisher
Marie Cuomo ........................................... 480-250-2644

Photography .............................................Opportunity

Scholarships Chair ................................Dyanne Locati
Co-Chair:  ....................................................Opportunity 
Scholarship raffle table:  ...........................Opportunity
Social Committee
Joyce Parmley .......................................... 623-931-9719
Co-Chair: Gurukirn Khalsa ..................... 602-510-1541
Student Membership
Candice Diaz ............................................ 602-510-6810
WebMaster
David Amsellem ...................................... 480-216-3938

AWA was founded in 1960 by professional watercolor artists 
and instructors. AWA, under the auspices of IRS, is a 501 (c) 
(3) non- profit organization and registered with the Arizona 
Corporation Commission. 

AWA has grown in stature and now embraces watercolor 
and water-media across the state. Membership Exhibitions 
are presented yearly in the greater Phoenix area, juried 
by nationally acclaimed artists. AWA is affiliated with the 
Western Federation of Watercolor Societies (WFWS). In 2024, 
AWA will be hosting the twelve member organizations at 
the annual meeting of the Federation. AWA was the original 
watercolor organization for all of Arizona and helped create 
the foundation for both the Tucson and Flagstaff/Sedona 
Watercolor Societies.

Awa currently has over 220+ members, the Tucson Society 
has 350+ and Flagstaff/Sedona Society has 110+, which brings 
the Arizona total to 660 active members. The presidents of 
all three organizations work together and allow members 
from any of the groups attend the workshops at each other’s 
societies.

The History of Arizona Watercolor Association (AWA)
Offerings we provide to members include nationally 
recognized artist demonstrations and four membership 
demonstrations each year. Members also participate in 
workshops given by these demonstrators.  

AWA is very active and proud of the community offerings we 
provide: “Teach the Teacher Program” watercolor training 
for Arizona teachers, Watercolor Paintings Classes at the 
Boys and Girls clubs of Phoenix, and watercolor training to 
Disabled Veterans and Suicide Survivors programs. AWA 
also offers two College Scholarships every year to Arizona 
art students.

Fueled by the energy of enthusiastic members, the AWA is 
very active and has become a major influence throughout 
Arizona’s Art Community. Membership extends across and 
beyond state boundaries. Many of our AWA members are 
also signature members of the NWS, AWS and several other 
Watercolor Societies.

March 14 | Stan Kurth “Intuitive Studies in Watercolor, Ink & Gouache” Full – taking names for waitlist.
April 8 & 9, 10 & 11 | Geri Medway – Juror Workshop

AWA One-Day Member and Two-Day Juror Workshops: 

Make sure you look at all the upcoming two day Juror workshops on our website!
Download the one day Member Workshop application at azwatercolor.com/awa-workshops.
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PO Box 30693
Phoenix, AZ 85046

GENERAL MEETINGS 
AAG Art Center 
602-264-1221

18411 N 7th Ave, Phoenix 
( Just South of Union Hills Rd)

SEPTEMBER ~ MAY
MONTHLY; 2nd THURS

 7:00pm • Fun Table
 7:30-9:30pm • Meeting

Show us this ad for 50% OFF
of a complete* custom framing order.

*Complete indicates moulding, glass and mat(s).
Located at the SE corner of Rural Road & Hwy 60

Call for more info 480-775-6787

Arizona Art Supply
 The Largest Fine Art Supply Retailer In The Southwest

Proud supporter of Arizona Watercolor Association

Arizona Art Supply serving artists since 1953

PHOENIX • (602) 264-9514
4025 N 16th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85016

SUN CITY • (623) 974-8200
10659 W Grand Avenue

Sun City, AZ 85351
TUCSON • (502) 388-5555

4343 N Oracle Road
Tucson, AZ 85705

SCOTTSDALE • (480) 948-0802
10869 N Scottsdale Road

Scottsdale, AZ 85254
TEMPE • (480) 775-4102

1628 E Southern
Tempe, AZ 85282

www.arizonaartsupply.com

First Daniel Smith Extra Fine™ 
Watercolor retailer in Arizona

Calendar Overview
Thursday, March 12 | AWA Meeting
5:15 – 7:00pm Board Meeting
7:00 – 7:30pm Social Time & General Meeting
7:30 – 9:00pm Demonstration by Stan Kurth

Saturday, March 14 | AWA One Day Workshop
9:00am – 4:00pm with Stan Kurth
“Intuitive Studies in Watercolor, Ink & Gouache”

Thursday, March 26 | Spring Exhibition Install
9:30 – 11:00am 

Wednesday-Thursday, April 8 & 9
Two Day Juror Workshop
9:00 – 4:00pm by Geri Medway

Thursday, April 9 | AWA Meeting
5:15 – 6:30pm Board Meeting
6:30 – 7:30pm Award Reception & General Meeting
7:30 – 9:00pm Demonstration by Geri Medway

Friday-Saturday, April 10 & 11
Two Day Juror Workshop
9:00 – 4:00pm by Geri Medway

Thursday, May 14 | AWA Meeting
5:15 – 7:00pm Board Meeting
7:00 – 7:30pm Social Time & General Meeting
7:30 – 9:00pm Demonstration by guest artist
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