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Jane Underhill
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2020 | MEMBER WORKSHOP
“Creative Pours with Pure Pigments”
Come and Play with Jane Underhill who will teach a one day workshop featuring Createx Pure 
Pigments. For those unfamiliar with Pure Pigments, they are highly concentrated liquid pigments 
that can be added to various mediums (acrylic, multi-surface, soft gel, gloss, matte, impasto 
gel, etc.) to create a full range of color intensity, opacity thickness and flow. They are non-toxic, 
permanent, lightfast and fun!

In this workshop (aka “playshop”), Jane will guide artists as they 
explore the use of pure pigment pouring to create beautiful transparent washes for unique 
works of art. Participants will also experiment with “reverse negative” techniques used to 
pull out fascinating images from face-down pours. Additional enhancement techniques will 
also be demonstrated. Don’t have Pure Pigments? No Worries! Jane to the rescue! A small 
additional supply fee will provide you with a take home kit of three 8 ounce squeeze bottles 
of premixed primary colors and two types of paper to use during the “playshop”!

For those who may not know Jane, here is the evolution of this prolific artist!  Jane graduated with a BS in Education 
from Minnesota State University, with majors in music and piano. After several years as an educator and as a pioneer in 
developing public television courses for students, Jane adapted her skills to begin a career in sales and marketing. Years 
later, seeking a break from her busy schedule, Jane returned to school to take courses in art, and watercolor in particular. 
Jane was a member of the prestigious Minnesota Watercolor Society and various other arts organizations. It was there she 
began to participate in numerous local, regional and national competitions as she developed and refined the aspects of her 
emerging style.

Jane was soon undertaking commissions 
and presenting several one and two-
person studio shows. In 2006 Jane 
was selected as the “official artist” for 
the United States Golf Association’s 
National Amateur Golf Championship 
which was held at Hazeltine National 
Golf Club in Minneapolis. Jane’s painting 

commemorated that event and was featured in prints and souvenir 
cards available to participants and patrons of the tournament. Soon 
after, Jane became a featured artist for the annual national greeting 
card competition of the Courage Center, a Minnesota-based non-profit 
rehabilitation and resource center for the disabled. 

Now Jane’s works hang in both private and public collections around 
the country. She considers her art a work in progress. Being a life-long 
learner has equipped her to always strive to improve her skills and learn 
new techniques in the exciting art of water media. Jane reflects on her 
passion for watercolor in these words: “Painting has provided me with 
a wonderful vehicle to express my creativity and has given me a joy and 
fulfillment I had never imagined.” 

-submitted by Mary Valesano, Chair, Member Workshops
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Geri Medway  
APRIL 8–9 AND 10–11, 2020 | TWO 2-DAY JUROR WORKSHOP
Come paint with Geri Medway, known for her passion of painting light, 
in all its subtleties and complexities, and for sharing her vision with 
others through her award-winning watercolor paintings.

Geri’s artwork is driven by a lifelong love and sense of awe for the 
natural world. She is a signature member of National Watercolor 
Society and Watercolor West.

As Geri states, “My primary medium is watercolor because of the 
transparency and brilliance that I can achieve with this paint. This 
medium enables me to put on paper, a translation of the way I react 
to Nature and objects, seeing their patterns, colors and light. I layer 
color upon color to achieve richness, vibrancy and glow that enables 
the light to pass through the many layers of color and bounce back off 
the archival cotton paper at the viewer’s eye.

To see more of her beautiful watercolors, please go to Geri’s website gerimedway.com 
or her facebook page Geri Medway Fine Art.

Workshop registration forms are on AZWatercolor.com or contact Sheila Belland at 
awasheilabelland@gmail.com.

.–submitted by Marj Mackenzie, Co-Chair,
  Juror Workshops

Geri Medway’s artwork is driven by a lifelong 
love and sense of awe for the natural world. Her 
passion is painting light, in all its subtleties and 
complexities, and sharing her vision with others 
through her award-winning watercolor and oil 
paintings.
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“Thank You, Kim Johnson-Nechtman!”
Attendees at the first workshop of the new year with Kim Johnson-Nechtman learned 
many helpful tips for painting lively portraits. Working small (ie. on an 1/8th sheet of 
watercolor paper), Kim guided participants through painting exercises which emphasized 
various facial  features. In the afternoon, participants completed an entire portrait using 
those tips and techniques acquired in the morning exercises.

Sharing freely with the group, Kim offered 
many words of encouragement such as taking 
photos of your painting process to use as a 
guide for your artistic journey. Looking at the 
painting process in this way will help identify 

areas in need of attention.  Kim also emphasized using enough information 
in your drawing to guide you where transitions of shape and light/shadow 
may occur. Using “puddles” of pure color, Kim lets the watercolor mingle on 
the paper. Working on a slanted surface, Kim works from top to bottom, 
charging in various colors from her “puddles” as she progresses. Once dry, 
additional layers are added without fear of making “mud”!

The day ended with a group critique and words of encouragement! The path for all of us to be our best creative selves 
includes (fearless) Practice, (regular) Painting and a Dedicated creative space (no matter the size)! Thank You Kim!

–submitted by Mary Valesano, Chair, Member Workshops

“Interpretations V” at WHAM West Gallery 
16560 N Dysart Road
Surprise, AZ 85378
March 3–28
Reception:  Saturday March 7, 5–7pm
Gallery open Tuesday–Saturday, 10am–4pm

While the AZ Art Alliance exhibition schedule is currently 
on hiatus, this show will still take place courtesy of Member 
League WHAM. This juried show will be a tribute to the 
Art Alliance and $1,000 in prize money will be awarded. 
For more information, please check the Alliance website 
(azartalliance.com) or the WHAM website (wham-art.org).

AZ Art Alliance – Enriching Life Through Art
Art Alliance Outreach
Our outreach programs continue, including our Veteran Art 
Program (azveteranartprogram.com). We will soon surpass 
5,000 veterans going through our Veteran Art Program! That 
is quite a milestone and demonstrates the need for us to 
continue this important community outreach. We thank 
our wonderful Member League volunteers who are the 
backbone of these programs!

 –submitted by Judy Delmonico-Roll, AZ Art Alliance Rep

On February 16, we will be selecting the recipients of our 
scholarships. AAG receives the submission information 
from students applying for scholarships. We view the slides 
and decide who will be awarded for their talent in the arts. 
AWA-Del Decil scholarship is designed to honor students in 
the water media category.

There are many ways you can participate in making the 
Scholarship fund successful. One way is giving a monetary 
donation. With a $20 donation to the Scholarship fund you 
will receive an AWA tax credit. 

Another way you can be a part of our scholarship fund 
is by donating unwanted, but usable items for the raffle 
table at meetings. Please donate items that our artists are 
interested in purchasing such as books, paints, brushes, 
paper, pencils, DVD videos, or gift certificates.

Thank you,
Dyanne Locati, Scholarship Chairman
Carole Matthews, Scholarship, Raffle

AWA - Del Decil Scholarship – By Dyanne Locati, AWA Chairman
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Hello everyone!

Our first meeting of 2020 was a big success, many people came to see Kim’s demo.

I want to also thank JoEllen Layton for being our featured artist, she had five wonderful 
paintings to share with all of us. Thank you JoEllen!

We are looking forward to the Spring show at Holland Gallery. Get your entry in by February 3, 
don’t miss this show. We also need many volunteers to set up the show, host the reception 
and take the show down. Please reach out to Betsy Aguirre (sienastudios@icloud.com) to help, 
this is your community and please be part of it!

We have many new meeting demos now thru May. I know you will enjoy the demos and 
workshops we have planned. Be sure to join us for the February 13 meeting, Jane Underhill will present a demo and her 
workshop is February 15 (Jane’s workshop is currently full and we are taking names for the waitlist). Don’t miss your chance 
to learn how to do Pour painting.

Our “Featured Artists” in February will be Lynda Burruss, Christine Oliver, and Marion Droge. If you would like to be 
featured, please contact me at presidentazwatercolor@gmail.com.

 March 12 – Stan Kurth demo and workshop on March 14.

 April 9 – Juror Geri Medway and workshops on April 8–9 and 10–11.

 May 14 – We are still working on this, more to come soon.

Meetings will also have a raffle and silent auction for a donated painting. We now accept credit cards to make it more 
convenient for you to pay at the meeting. We are hoping to raise a great deal for our community outreach program. If you 
wish to contribute, please contact Sherry Kimmel (daubsofpaint@yahoo.com).

Work is continuing on our community service project with four “Teach the Teacher” events planned! We can always use 
more help so please contact Diane Parnitzke (awadiane@gmail.com) to sign up to volunteer.

We are also providing another watercolor lesson to the Phoenix Boys and Girls clubs. Our last session had over 80 high 
schools students and they were all wonderful and grateful.

WFWS (Western Federation Watercolor Show 2020) entries were due January 10, sorry if you missed it. We will keep you 
posted on how many AWA artist are accepted! Wish everyone luck!

You can now pay your 2020 dues at the monthly meeting with a credit card. We are still working on finding a programmer 
to allow us to take credit cards on the website. We will also automate our membership process and our workshop sign ups 
when we do this. If you know of a company or individual that does web programming, please contact me at 602-738-8121 
or email presidentazwatercolor@gmail.com. 

Join in our social media! We are expanding on Facebook and Instagram. sign up if you don’t have an account already and 
share your artwork with the AWA group “Awawatercolor”. Post your art work today, post something new at least once a 
week.

                                                                                                                  Keep your brushes wet and be inspired!

                                                                                                                  Bruce Sink, AWA President

President’s Message
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“A Taste of Watercolor”
AWA’s Community Outreach–Giving to the Community by Reaching Out to Teachers

February is a month, where in Arizona, the final days of winter 
are nearing completion and a month when we reach out to 
someone or multiple someones to tell them that we love 
them. Winter in Arizona means putting on a light jacket 
when you venture outside and, maybe a few frosty nights. 
We complain about the cold and say we will never complain 
about the summer heat again.

Telling people we love them can occur any day, any time, 
any place. The volunteers of AWA are telling people they 
love them as they go about their volunteering. That includes 
all the volunteers of the Community Outreach Committee 
and all those AWA members who voluntarily reach out to 
the greater community. We spread the joy and love of 
watercolor/water-media as we teach and demonstrate skills, 
techniques and talents to groups of adults and children.

The AWA Community Outreach to Arizona teachers is reaching 
out to school districts in the greater Phoenix area. We are 
offering them in-service workshops for teachers who use 
art as a method of teaching academic subjects in the class 
room, teach art in addition to their academic subjects, 
as well as to teachers who only teach art. Several school 
districts have been contacted. We have also contacted the 
Arizona Department of Education to let them know what we 

are doing, ask them specific questions and are gaining their 
support. The process does not always move as rapidly as we 
wish, but it is moving and developing.

As a committee, we have completed one training workshop, 
discussing what our roles are and getting to know one 
another. Committee members consist of mainly two groups: 
presenters who will present the programs, and assistants 
who will assist and help the presenter and the attendees. 
A second, shorter training workshop is forthcoming. All 
committee members are invited to attend as well as anyone 
who thinks they might want to be a part of this outreach. All 
who participated in the January 4th training workshop are 
sincerely thanked. Your enthusiasm and interest is greatly 
appreciated.

Thank you, also, to those members who laid the groundwork 
for this Outreach. Thank you members of AWA who are 
supporting this valuable outreach to teachers. With your 
support, comments and suggestions you are also a part 
of our Community Outreach. Thank you to all who are 
supporting “A Taste of Watercolor.”

–submitted by Diane Parnitzke, Chair, AWA Community Outreach

Support AWA Community Outreach!
Here are a few ways you can help support:

• By simple donations. Donations may be received at any time.

• By purchasing raffle tickets for a two-day Juror’s Workshop (valued at $200). You get to choose one of four, two-day 
workshops. Betsy Dillard Stroud is presenting two workshops in the Fall of 2020. Geri Medway is presenting two 
workshops in the spring of 2021. Tickets are $10 for a single ticket or a bargain price of $20 for three tickets.

• By purchasing raffle tickets for a painting donated by Ellen Fountain (valued at $350). This is an original painting which 
is professionally matted and framed. It will look great on your wall or make a great gift. Tickets are $10 each and will be 
sold through May. Raffles will be drawn at the May 14 general meeting. You do not have to be present to win.

You may also donate or purchase raffle tickets by mail. Send a check for a donation or raffle tickets to: Sherry Kimmel, 
5143 W Sweetwater Ave., Glendale, AZ 85304. Write “Community Outreach” on the lower left hand side of your mailing 
envelope. Make your check payable to “Arizona Watercolor Association, Inc.” and write “Community Outreach” on the 
memo line. You must include a note if the check is for “donation” or”raffle ticket(s)” and which raffle the tickets are for. 
Also include a stamped, self addressed envelope so that the stub(s) from your raffle tickets may be sent back to you.

All proceeds will be used to purchase supplies for recipients of AWA Community Outreach.

Thank you for your support!
–submitted by Diane Parnitzke, Chair, AWA Community Outreach
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ARIZONA WATERCOLOR ASSOCIATION
Application for Juror Workshops

                                                                        Date  _______________________

Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Email  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________     State  _________________     Zip  _________________

Home  (          )  ______________________             Cell  (          )  ______________________

AWA Member  YES / NO           Check # ___________     Amount $_______________

2 DAY WORKSHOPS  —  $200 Member | $250 Non-Member
Location: Arizona Artists Guild (AAG) | 9am-4pm | 18411 N 7th Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85023

      Spring 2020 Juror’s Workshop | Geri Medway (gerimedway.com)
      Spring 2021 Juror’s Workshop | Tom Lynch (tomlynch.com)
      Spring 2022 Juror’s Workshop | Ron Stocke (ronstocke.com)
        2-Day Workshop – April (Wed/Thurs)  __________
        2-Day Workshop – April (Fri/Sat)  __________

      Fall 2020 Juror’s Workshop | Betsy Dillard Stroud (betsydillardstroud.com)
      Fall 2021 Juror’s Workshop | David Smith (davidsmithfi neart.com)
      Fall 2022 Juror’s Workshop | Michael Holter (michaelholter.com)
        2-Day Workshop – October (Wed/Thurs)  __________
        2-Day Workshop – October (Fri/Sat)  __________

       Juror 2-day workshops require a $100 non-refundable deposit; 
       Balance due 90 days prior to workshop date.

Make checks payable to Arizona Watercolor Association (AWA)
Mail to: Sheila Belland, 42826 W Sandpiper Drive, Maricopa, AZ 85138

Questions: Sheila Belland (949) 310-5890 | Email: AWASheilaBelland@gmail.com

February 15 |  Jane Underhill “Creative Pours with Pure Pigments” Full – taking names for waitlist.
March 14 | Stan Kurth “Intuitive Studies in Watercolor, Ink & Gouache” Full – taking names for waitlist.
April 8 & 9, 10 & 11 | Geri Medway – Juror Workshop

AWA One-Day Member and Two-Day Juror Workshops: 

Download the one day Member Workshop application at azwatercolor.com/awa-workshops
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Newsletter Submissions: Send articles or member news updates to: Liz Ramsey at lizramsey@cox.net. News for the following month’s newsletter will be due by the 
3rd Thursday and the newsletter will go out the 4th Thursday of the month for the following month.

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Bruce Sink ................................................ 602-738-8121
1st Vice President (Programs)
Harvey Wood ........................................... 602-246-2986
2nd Vice President (Membership Exhibitions)
Betsy Aguirre ........................................... 602-430-1889
Co-Chair: Carol Baker ............................. 480-998-3166
3rd Vice President (Membership/Database)
Ruth Philliben .......................................... 602-228-1217
Recording Secretary
Christine Oliver ........................................ 602-992-8022
Corresponding Secretary (Newsletter Distribution)
Lizabeth Gordon ..................................... 623-487-0345
Treasurer
Melanie Harman ..................................... 602-751-8549
Financial Secretary ..................................Opportunity
Western Fed Delegate
David Amsellem ...................................... 480-216-3938
Alternate: Tanya Lemma ........................ 253-222-1432
Director at Large (National Exhibition) -Opportunity
Director at Large (Juror Workshops)
Sheila Belland .......................................... 949-310-5890

Co-Director: Mary Makenzie................. 480-510-6775
Director at Large (Member Workshops)
Mary Valesano ......................................... 480-980-7457
Co-Director: Sally Gonzalez .................. 703-395-4021
President Emeritus
Linda Schooley ........................................ 623-388-6255

COMMITTEES
AZ Art Alliance
Judy Delmonico-Roll ............................... 480-990-1359

Bylaws, Parliamentarian
Dolly Maitzen ........................................... 602-867-8155

Community Outreach
Diane Parnitzke  ...................................... 623-386-2098
Sherry Kimmel ......................................... 602-300-1648
Directory Information ............................Opportunity
E-blast Publisher
Myra Feldman ......................................... 480-467-4460
Fun Table
Katherine Kurgen .................................... 480-636-9130
Historian
Bonnie Cheney ........................................ 623-572-5904
Honoree
Sherry Kimmel ......................................... 602-300-1648

Honor Society
Shirley Klein Kleppe ................................ 602-315-9415

Merchant Awards
Linda Thiel ................................................ 623-582-0830
Awards Certificates
Nancy Herbst ........................................... 480-839-8827

Newsletter Chief Editor
Liz Ramsey ............................................... 480-747-7763
Newsletter Publisher
Marie Cuomo ........................................... 480-250-2644

Photography .............................................Opportunity

Scholarships Chair ................................Dyanne Locati
Co-Chair:  ....................................................Opportunity 
Scholarship raffle table:  ...........................Opportunity
Social Committee
Joyce Parmley .......................................... 623-931-9719
Co-Chair: Gurukirn Khalsa ..................... 602-510-1541
Student Membership
Candice Diaz ............................................ 602-510-6810
WebMaster
David Amsellem ...................................... 480-216-3938

AWA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE IS COMING!
Arizona Watercolor Association annual dues are paid 
each spring for the upcoming fiscal year (June–May). We 
encourage members to pay during the months of March, 
April and May. Since our fiscal year closes at the end of May, 
it is helpful to have the members pay their dues prior to that 
time. (And we take a summer break).  

To encourage members to pay during the membership drive, 

we are offering INCENTIVES to those who join/renew during 
this time. If you pay your dues at the March, April or May 
meetings, you will receive a ticket for a voucher drawing of 
$200. This drawing will be held at the May meeting. Additional 
drawings will be held at the meetings during March, April, 
and May. Memership fee is $50.00.  

–Ruth Philliben, Membership Chair

AWA Spring 2020 Membership Exhibition
Show held at: Holland Art Center, 34250 N 60 Street, Building B, Scottsdale, AZ 85266

      Show Calendar:   February 3 – Images and entry forms deadline (postmarked by midnight)
                                                         March 2 Week – Artists notified via email
                                                         March 27 – Deliver artwork to Holland Gallery (10am -12pm)
                                                         April 11 – Reception at Holland Gallery (4:30-6:30pm)
                                                         April 24 – Pick-up paintings (8-10am)

      Entry Fees:   Up to three entries, one price $40.00
                                           Check payable to AWA and entry form must be postmarked by midnight February 3, 2020
                                            Mail check to: Carol Baker, 18862 N 90th Way, Scottsdale, AZ 85255

7



PO Box 30693
Phoenix, AZ 85046

GENERAL MEETINGS 
AAG Art Center 
602-264-1221

18411 N 7th Ave, Phoenix 
( Just South of Union Hills Rd)

SEPTEMBER ~ MAY
MONTHLY; 2nd THURS

 7:00pm • Fun Table
 7:30-9:30pm • Meeting

Show us this ad for 50% OFF
of a complete* custom framing order.

*Complete indicates moulding, glass and mat(s).
Located at the SE corner of Rural Road & Hwy 60

Call for more info 480-775-6787

Arizona Art Supply
 The Largest Fine Art Supply Retailer In The Southwest

Proud supporter of Arizona Watercolor Association

Arizona Art Supply serving artists since 1953

PHOENIX • (602) 264-9514
4025 N 16th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85016

SUN CITY • (623) 974-8200
10659 W Grand Avenue

Sun City, AZ 85351
TUCSON • (502) 388-5555

4343 N Oracle Road
Tucson, AZ 85705

SCOTTSDALE • (480) 948-0802
10869 N Scottsdale Road

Scottsdale, AZ 85254
TEMPE • (480) 775-4102

1628 E Southern
Tempe, AZ 85282

www.arizonaartsupply.com

First Daniel Smith Extra Fine™ 
Watercolor retailer in Arizona

Calendar Overview
Thursday, February 13 | AWA Meeting
5:15 – 7:00pm Board Meeting
7:00 – 7:30pm Social Time & General Meeting
7:30 – 9:00pm Demonstration by Jane Undehill

Saturday, February 15 | AWA One Day Workshop
9:00am – 4:00pm with Jane Underhill
“Creative Pours With Pure Pigments”

Thursday, March 12 | AWA Meeting
5:15 – 7:00pm Board Meeting
7:00 – 7:30pm Social Time & General Meeting
7:30 – 9:00pm Demonstration by Stan Kurth

Saturday, March 14 | AWA One Day Workshop
9:00am – 4:00pm with Stan Kurth
“Intuitive Studies in Watercolor, Ink & Gouache”

Wednesday-Thursday, April 8 & 9
Two Day Juror Workshop
9:00 – 4:00pm by Geri Medway

Thursday, April 9 | AWA Meeting
5:15 – 7:00pm Board Meeting
7:00 – 7:30pm Social Time & General Meeting
7:30 – 9:00pm Demonstration by Geri Medway

Friday-Saturday, April 10 & 11
Two Day Juror Workshop
9:00 – 4:00pm by Geri Medway
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